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F A C EF & - 
| AND 
OBSERVATIONS THEREON, 


Humbly ſubmitted to the Candid 
Examiner into the Principles of 


A B : 1: :« ::& 


Intended to be offered to Parliament, 


For the Preſervation of the Great Level of the 
Fens, and the Navigation through the. | 
by a Tax pn the Lands, and a Tow Be 8 


„ po, 
Navigation, 2 IN D 


———— — —— 2 4 2 — 
| J bas 2 1 
. 


There are many natural Evils to which Humanity is 
ſubje&&. Would Mankind firmly unite againſt them, 
their Miſchiefs might in ſome Caſes be prevented ; in 
others rendered leſs formidable. The ſad Misfortune 
is, we fall to quarreling about the Means; no Progreſs 
is made in Oppoſition to them; and the Enemy, to our 
Diſgrace, remains Triumphant. Balzac. 
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"HE Corporation of Bedford 
Level have printed and 
publiſhed the Plan of a Bill, in- 
tended to be preſented for the 
Sanction of Parliament. The Ob- 
ject of the Bill, is the Preſervation 
of the Drainage of the Middle and 
 — South 


ob 


South Levels, and the Inland Na- 
vigation through the ſame. The 
Fund propoſed. for obtaining theſe 
. Ends, is by the laying a Tax on the 
Lands therein, and the Wares and 
Merchandize carried by the Navi- 
gation through the ſame. 
This Plan hath been received 
by thoſe to whom, its Influence 
may extend, as all Propoſitions to 
be executed by the laying of 
Taxes. are generally received. It 
is much approved of, and its Suc- 
ceſs wiſhed for by thoſe. H do 
5 underſtand. it; much diſliked, 
and, every Mode of Oppoſition 
. threatened to. it by thoſe who do 
O 5H And what other Reception 


can ſuch a Plan meet with from 
those ho only are informed that 
; a Tax 


— 


-" Lp 


(139) 
a Tax is to be raiſed; and have 
either not had Leifure, or an Op- 
portunity of knowing, on what 
Grounds, or for what Purpoſes, it 
is to be raifed? As the Object of 
the Bill propoſed is, from its Na- 
ture, of great Importance to the 


Public in general, and to the ſeve- 
ral Individuals in particular whoſe 


Property is ſituated in the Great 


Level of the Fens, his WeH-mean- 
ing cannot be called in Queſtion 
who purſues fach Enquiries, and 
ſtates ſuch Facts relative to the 
subject, as may afford all Parties 
intereſted Information, whereby 
they may be enabled to judge for 
themſelves. Furniſhed with theſe 
: materials, and attending to them, 
whatever Opinion the Public may 


B 2 form 


(4) 


form on the Subjedh, is of ng Con- 
An W to Rim wh * 2 the 

| ſeq ence ho Urn ſhes 
0 W I0\ $4) 7 


them. 22 He Bath no per fon al In- 


tereſt in the Lands or the Navi 
gation; but profeſſes himſelf a 


k 0 ; „ 7 11 


warm Well-wiſher to the Pro- 
ſperity of both, on the moſt be- 


4 
14 


| nevolent Principles —the, Intere 
of the Public, and the Happine neſs $ 


I 


of Rout uſands of Individuals. | 
he Tract of Valley or Low- 
country, called the Bedford Level, 
BA part of that great : Pla Plain 


TEREE 


Bat unded by the counties of Nor- 
A "Suffolk, Cambridge, Lin cole, 
Northampton, © and Huntingdon, 
which receives into It the Rain 
and Sprin g-waters that fall on, 
and iſſue | out of, thoſe feveral 
c Counties : and Parts of the Coun- 
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ties of Eg? e Bucking- 
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ham, and Oxford. , F Fr om this great 


-C11, 18510 M790 Oſl i 

P dai 1, containin 8 about ITbree 
19 of! C103 4 5 Þ 

Hundred * houfand Acres, they 
8 Ii 14 


are conveyed by Rivers formed ori- 
ginally by Nature, by Cuts made 


by Art i into the Sea at Wi ich and 


1911 1 22 
Nut, the great Out- falls of this | 
Plain. Py Plain, thus ſituated was 


11811 1011 


liable 10 | be, gverflown, at. all 


WOE It L oO 1 
times; 3 and in fact was ſo i in every 


\RFJ 1 VIII 0 


Seaſon of wet Weather. 4 The 
Water fallin, g into the Plain faſter 
than it could iſſue out, which from 
the Depths and Widths of the 
Out-falls was the Cafe, extended 
ifelf beyond the Bounds of the 
Rivers, and overflowed the adja- 
cent Land, which being in ſome 
Places hi gher, i in ſome lower, than 


„ the 


( 9:) 

the Beds of the Rivers, Part of it 
would ſtagnate till it fell into the 
Beds of the Rivers; and that Part 
of it that ran on Lands lower than 
the Beds of theſe Rivers, would 
remain there till it was exhauſted 
in Vapours, by the joint Opera- 
tions of the Air and Sun. But as, 
from the conſtant coming down 
of the High Land Floods, the In- 
flux of the Tides, and the ſhallow 
Beds of the Rivers, no effectual 
Relief could be obtained from 
either of theſe Sources, it was, 
what might have been I 


a great Lake. 4g 
Fertilized for Ages by the 
richeſt of Manures, brought down 
by the Floods from the high 
Countries, which, whilſt the 
Waters, 


$9 


— „ 


> 137 
Waters: ſtagnared,- {errled dn this 
grbat Plain, like another Agypt, 
it would; when dry, become 
the richeſt Seat of Vegetation. 
The Ouse and the Neane, before 
they arrived at it, traverſed richer 


Countries than the Nie before its 


Arrival in Egypt. Their Sources 
were not ſo myſterious; their 
Effects were apparent. To gain it 
by Draining was a flattering Object 
to thoſe who had Abilities; to ur- 
dertake ſo arduous and Wy” 
a Work. 

In 1630, Francis Earl of Bed- 
ford actuated ſolely by Principles 
of Public Spirit, and not by any 


little Motives of Intereſt, after 
many truitleſs Attempts by others, 


B 4 _undertook 


8) 


andertook- this great Wrk. The 
is ſet forth in a LAW] of S wers, 
emphatically called;the Lynn Law. 
By that Contract, the Earl and his 


Co- adventurers were to receive 


from the Proprietors a Third Part 
of the Whole, or Ninety-five 
Thouſand Acres, for draining it; 
and when drained, for the Prefer- 
vation of it in that ſtate, Of theſe 
Ninety- five Thouſand. Acres, Fif- 
ty- five Thouſand: were to be the 
abſolute Property of the Advtn- 
turers, ſubject to no Incumbrance; 
and the remaining Forty 'Thou- 


ſand Acres, after this Deduction, 
were to remain as a Fund, from 
the Annual Pr ofits of which the 

Works 


* 3 HS 


Ext: 
* 72 
* * £ 
1 At 
RS 
S 71 
n 
5 3 
© + 
SCRE 
1 = 
S282 
J n 
Wet EY & 
Oh 
e 
he v8 
> 
7 o M's 
7 182 
n 
. 
4 r 
- ARTS 
. *3 O we 
a $5008 
3% FY 3 
Hot Bs 
- IRA 
- "ps 
3 A 
1 285 
e 1 
b 9D 
1 
3 
RA 
3 I's « 
. 
1 
85 
n 
3 
Ws 7 > 
1 
2 
3 
-<5 
3 N 
bY wr 
e 
CY 
: 2s 


(9) : 
ſupporbed imd maintainer 
the / ſadio Girnumſtances of. the 
Tires, in 36492/the; Undertaking 
had been ſo long neglected, that 
the whole that had been done in 
;Gonfequence of the Lynn claw 
Was fallen into Decay. Millium 
Earl of Bedfurd found Coradyen- 
turers, and renewed the Under 
taking, on the Terms of the 
nn Law, except that, inſtead of 
Forty Thouſand: Acres, the Profits 
df which were ſpecifically allotted 
phy that: Law, as a Fund for the 
Continuance Df of the Work of 
draining, the whole Ninety- five 
Thouſand Acres were to be taxed 
for that Rur pe ln | 
210 Experience 


| (td ) 

Experience had thewtr that che 
Forty Thouſand Acres in the 
Hands of Individuals, ſubject with 
the Fifty-five Thouſand" Acres to 
a Tax, would be a much more 
profitable and permanent Fund 
for continuing the Drainage of 
the Country, than the Profits of 
the Forty Thouſand Acres appro- 
priated folely to that End. What 
is intruſted to the Care of many 
on the Account of the Public, 
ſeldom is ſo well attended to as 
that which is intruſted to Indivi- 
duals in ſuch a Manner as to 
be connected with thèir Intereſts, 
when Selfiſhneſs becomes a watch- 
full Guardian. The Fifteenth of 


Charles. II. confirms the Act of 


* | 1649, 


Fr 
3 
— 


. 


WET 
16 49, and makes the whole 
Ninety-five Thouſand Acres liable 
to a Tax, to be aſſeſſed as the Act 
directs, for the Support, Mains 
tenance, and Preſervation, of the 
ſaid Great Level and the Works 
made and to be made therein. This 
is the State of the Contract, as 


APPears | from the ſeveral Laws: of 


Sewers and Acts of Parliament made 
in Conſequence of thoſe Laws. 
In the Purſuit of this Enquiry 
it will be neceſſary to ſlewFwr, 

The Conſequence of the Un- 


dertaking to the Public; | 
The Nature of the Contract; 


The Manner in which it hath 
been executed, and the preſent 
Situation of the Undertaking; _ - 
6 The 


(12) 
The Toles bf che Preſeft St 
tüatlo r: 10 eflOBETOFGIONNT 10 
5 he mot ' ProBable and ef 
table Meats of relieving thi "Un 
rtaking from the * it 
_ nne: e 
he Conſequences: to the lo- 
etc and the Public of its 105 
raining in the State it is, withou 
any- further Arternpts t fo ee 
and preſerve i it; 2113 . 811104 
And then ſubmit ſach Anfwers 
to the Public as occur to the” fe- 
veral Objections made to the Bill 
by thoſe" wo of arr and nd engage” f 


ks ES 1 "ITILÞ-þ . 1 


* 


Kitz re Conſequences of l 
to the Public are acknowled 15 
in all the Public Acts, whether 

* 


great, that in that Law Jt, is 


they be ,aws.of Sewers,” Charters 
4 Incorporation, or Acts of Par- 
liament, v which farm the Laws and 
Conſtitutions under which it was 
undertaken, and by which it hath 
been, and ſtill is, governed. 

In the Tun Law it is called 
The Great and Worthy Work of 
draining the Fens, Marſhes, and. 
ſurrounded Grounds, lying and. 
being within the Precingts, and 


Limits, of the - Commiſſion, aof 


— 


Sewersz and the Obje 


ſtated that King James the Firſt 
had declared, by, his Royal Letters, . 
that he himſelf would undertake 


the Work at his on Cage, 7. 


Z 4.5.4 


The 


— — _— 2 — — 


(4x4) 


of the Tenth of Charles the Pirſt, 
after ſtating Francis Earl of Bed- 
ford's Undertaking, declares it to 
be to the great Advantage as well 
of thoſe Parts as of the Public. 
The following Preamble ſtands 
before the Act for draining the 
Great Level of the Fens, Ch 
paſſed in 1649. 4 
:-. & Whereas the ſaid Great Level, 
:< by Reaſon of the frequent 
% overflowing of the Rivers of 
% FPelland, Neane, Grant, Ouſe, 
< Brandon, Mildenball, and Stoke, 
4 have been of ſmall and uncer- 
e tain Profit, but (if ' drained) 
may be improved and made 
« profitable, and of great Ad- 
<7 | vantage 


N 


5 8 


RRC... 
-*, "= 


* and to — ouners, 


„ Commoners, and Inhabitants, 
« a ang, he it iQ bear, Cole Seed 


and Raps Seed in great Abun- 


„dance, which is of ſingular Uſe 


tg make Soap and Oils within 
« this Nation, to the Advance- 


oy enk, of the Trade af Oloath- | 
ing and ſpinning Wool, and 


much of it will, be improved 
into good Paſture for feeding 
and breeding of Cattle, and 
_* for Tillage to be ſown with 
Corn and Grain, and for Hemp 
Fand Flax in great Quantity, for 
making all Sorts of Linen 
885 Goth, anid Cordage for Ship- 
A Nas Vithin this Nation, Which 


& Will 


(16) 

« will” increaſe 2" Mannfidto 
Commerce, and Trading at 
« Home and Abroad, will relleve 
the Poor by ſetting” them on 
& Work, and will many other 
& Ways redound to the great Ad- 
vantage and „ aA of 
<« the Nation.” 

Whoever looks into the Le- 
giſlation of thoſe Times will ac- 
knowledge, that the Preambles 


did not conſiſt of unmeaning 


Verbage and falſe Colouring. 


They were founded in Truth, and' 


expreſſed in a nervous Simplicity, 
which wellbecomes, and is Trutirs 


beſt Garb. | 

In the Fifteenth of =o II. 

the King declares more than an 
| ordinary 


e 


© Lan 75 5 5 850 N 
32 . 
> Int 


* 


(7 
Work of ſo 
wulle, Copcernment- and many 
atageous to his King- 


a Objedt. of National. Conſe- 
f | ao, than the ſeveral — 
rations above ſtate De- 
ations Mere Prophecy — are 


III 


aa, the, Near 16885 the Advantage 
which, accrued to the state of the 
Cguntry and, the Poor in that 

gear from the draining! and oc- 
cupying of Twenty-eight Thou- 
82 f the Great Level, 
amounted to One Hundred and 
C Thirteen 


<--%- 
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Thirteen Thouſand Six Hundred 
Pounds, excluſive of the intrinſic 
Commodities themſelves, produced 
by that Charge to the Kingdom, 


and not included in the Eſtimate *. 
And at this Time, throughout 
the Kingdom, the Prices of all the 


other Articles of Commerce ſpe- 
cified in the Preamble to the Act 
f 1649, are more or leſs af- 
fected by the State and Condition 


of the Great Level. In the great 
Article of Horſe Corn, the Cul- 


ture of which perhaps now rivals 
that of Bread Corn, the Price is 
determined in a great Meaſure 
throughout England by the Quan- 


= Fortrey $ Hiſtory e or Narrative of the Great 


Level, * | 1-3 TIS, 
tities 


ES 


(19) 


_ tities; produced in the Great Level. 
- The Greatneſs of the Object being 
thus aſcertained, the Contract 
itſelf, and the Nature of it, come 
next to be conſidered, -_ 
= The. Contract on the Part of 
1 | the Adventurers conſiſted, of two 
parts. The firſt was to drain the 
Country, the ſecond, when. it was 
= :drained, to preſerve it in a drained 
State, by ſupporting. the Works 
7 - that, had; been made, and by 
; a 'Y adding new ones as Occaſion and 
= Circuraſtances ſhould require. As 
do the firſt Part of the Contract, 
. 4 the Adventurers mi ght or might 
3 not be able to execute it: but 
whenever they ſhould execute it, 
their Title to the Conſideration 
C 2 contracted 
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(20) 
contracted for was to velt.' When 
it was adjudged that the Country 
was drained, they were to be put 


into the Poſſeſſion of the Ninety- 


five Thouſand Acres in ſuch 
Manner as was 8 on by the 
Contract. 63 
The ſecond Part was, and al- 
ways muſt be, executoty. The 
Preſervation of a Country in a 
drained State, which is always 
liable to be overflowed, is an 


Object that muſt ever remain in 


Execution. Thus much for the 
Terms of the Contract. As to 


its Nature, it was a Contract of | 


Hazard, and of that Sort, that it 
never could be made on Terms 
of Equality; fo that the Adven- 
5 1 7 turers 


121 ) 
turers ſhould. receive a Conſide- 
ration exactly. equal to the Ad- 
vantage which thoſe with whom 
they contracted were to derive 
from the Completion of the firſt 
Part of the Contract, and a con- 
ſtant Attention to the Execution 
of the ſecand Part. T he Diffi- 
culties the Adventurers were to 
ſurmount in the Execution of the 
firſt Part of the Contract were 
great. They were to cut Drains, 
make Banks through Boggs and 
Moraſſes which had not in the 
Courſe of Centuries ſeen the Sun. 
They were to convey the Waters 
of a great Lake, which contained 
near Three Hundred Thouſand 
Acres, to Sea, through Outfalls 
. that 
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622 5 
that hall del? dscayed För Ware 
of that Water being confined in 
proper Channels, whoſe natura! 
Courſe was through thoſe Outfalls. 
Whilſt theſe Attempts were mak- : 
ing, they had to contend with 
Land Floods conſtantly coming 
down on their Works from the 
furrounding Counties, great Tides 
from the Ocean, and often hi gh ö 1 
Winds; and all theſe Difficulties | 
were encreaſed by the Maladies 
brought on thoſe who were to 
perform the Work, which are 
the Conſequence of reſiding in 2 
Country whilſt the firſt Draining 
is carried on. By theſe Cauſes 


prevented from the Execution of 
| E the 


» 
- 


(- 23.) | 

the fiſt Part ol the Contraft:. and 
ſome of them having continued 
to act ſince the Draining, which 
they have been forced to meet 
by a conſtant Expence; no hu- 
man Foreſight or Ability could 
calculate the Chances, no Skill 
reduce it to a certain Equality, 
Hence it was neceſſary that a 
ſpecific Lien on the Lands given 
to the Adventurers mould be 
created, as a Security for their 
performance of the ſecond Part 
of the Contract. This hath been 
done in all. the Ads ſince that 
of 1 649, ,/ and the Adventure 
Lands: made liable to a conſtant 
Tax for that Purpoſe. The Bed- 
ed, Level Corporation are the 
C 4 Truſtees 


Truſtees appointed by me Le- 
giflature for enforcing” the due 
Execution of this Contract bes 
tween the ſeveral Parties concerned. 
They have the Power to lay the 
Taxes, they haye the Direction 
of the Works for the Support of 
the Maintenance and Preſervation 
of the Great Level, with all thoſe 
Powers that the Execution of 
ſuch a Truſt requires. They are 
ameſnable for their Conduct to 
that Court, which hath the Su- 
preme Judicature over Truſts, 
whoſe Execution 1s directed by 
Acts of Parliament, arifing out of 


their general Power of enforcing 


Obedience to, or the Execution * 


Acts of Legiſlation. 
ring g 


{x 


the Nature of i it, an 8 of the 
Tranſactions which comprize the 
Hiſtory. of the Execution of the 
Contract is to be taken into Con- 
ſideration, that it may be ſeen in 
what Situation the contracting 
Parties ſtand at preſent. 

The firſt Part of the Contract 
Ms been performed; the Great 
Level hath been drained. The 
Earl af Bedford and his Adven- 
turers proceeded, under the Con- 
tract entered into by the Lim 
Law in 1630, to perform the 
Work. In 1638, at a Commiſ- 
ſion of Sewers held at ST. Ives, 
the Commiſſioners, having a com- 
Nn Juriſdiction for that Pur- 


Poſe, 


( 26 ) 

poſe, did adjudge the; firſtpart of 
the Contract performed; that the 
Work of draining the Great Level 
was compleated. * purſuance 
of which Adjudication, the Con- 
ſideration of Ninety- five Thou- 
ſand Acres, which the Adven- 
turers were to have, was ſet out. 
This Adjudication was recognized 
and confirmed by the Act of. 
1649, called the pretended Act of 
Parliament, as alſo by the Statute. 
of the Fifteenth of Charles II. 
The Expence of executing the 
Firſt Part of the Contract amount- 
ed to Four Hundred Thouſand 
Pounds, and was the Ruin of 
moſt of the Undertakers and their 
Families. As to the other Part 
of 


(9) 
of the Contract, which was exe-/ 
cutory, it hath,” under the Direc- 
tion of the Bedford Level Corpo- 
ration, been ever ſince in Execu- 
tion. The Fund for this Purpoſe 
is a Tax laid by the Fifteenth of 
Charles the Second on the Adven- 
ture Lands, which, by the Twen- 
tieth of Char/es the Second is mo- 
delled into a gradual Acre Tax, 
proportioned mn general to. the 
real Value of the Lands to be 
taxed; which Value, on an actual 
Survey, was aſcertained by Com- 
miſſioners appointed for that Pur- 
poſe, on Oath, who having viewed 
the ſame, made their Return under 
their Hands and Seals, according 
to the Directions of the Act. The 
0 Tax, 
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( 28 ) 
Tax, by that Act, is to be laid 
annually at the general April Meet- 
ing. The Quantum of the Tax 
is laid under the general Denomi- 
Nations of a ſingle Tax, a Tax and 


2 Quarter, a Tax and a Half, and 


ſo in Progrefiion.. A ſingle Tax 
amounts to Five Thouſand Fifty- 


one Pounds, Seven Shillings, and 
Two Pence; a Tax and a Quarter, 
which is a ſingle Tax and a Quar- 


ter of a ſingle Tax, amounts to 
Six Thouſand Three Hundred 
and Fourteen Pounds, Three Shil- 
lings, and Eleven Pence Halt- 
penny; a Tax and a Half, being 
a ſingle Tax, and the Half. of a 
fingle Tax, amounts to Seven 
Thouſand Five Hundred and Se- 

| venty- 


1 


mor 7. 


$5577, 


(#9) 

Pence; and thus riſes in the 
Amount of che Sum in ee 
8 1105 | 

The extenfive Works of the 
Contractors, and the Maintenance 
of them, were found, by Expe- 
rience, much to exceed the Fund 
that could be raĩſed to ſupport. the 


_Expence of them. In the Cor- 
poration Books may be ſeen a Lift 


of the original Works. 
The Banks*, Rivers, Dran, 
Saſſes, Sluices, and Tunnells, are 


there ſpecifically ſet down; and 


their Number, in the Three Le- 
vels, amount to no leſs than Fifty- 


* The Banks originally to be ſupported were 
near Two Hundred Miles in Length. 


ſix 


( 30 ) 
1x different Works, for the Main- 
tenance and Preſervation of the 
Great Level, Which were all 
to be ſupported by the Taxes 
raiſed out of the Adventure 
Land. 8 14-3 
Ihe Expence neceſſary fanc the 
Support of theſe was found to be 

ſo great, that the Corporation 
were forced, by ſlow Degrees, to 
abandon them all, except the great 
River Banks on the Oz/e, Old and 
Nero Bedford, and Moreton's Leame; 
the Abandonment of any One of 
which would have cauſed the Loſs 

of the Great Level. 42901111 
The inward Works, as hey 
are called, to diftingmſh - them 
from the great River. Banks, were 
ſuffered 


(31) 

ſuffered to decay, or were kept up 
at the joint Expence of thoſe who 
are poſſeſſed of Adventure Land 
and the Owners of the Free 
Land, with ſuch Allowances out 
of the Adventure Tax, as could 
from Time to Time be ſpared, 

. .conſiftent with the Preſervation 

of the great River Banks. 

The Maintenance of the great 

River Banks only, did not anſwer 
all the Purpoſes of continuing the 
Great Level drained. It was in 
general a Protection to them from 
the Land Floods that came 
through the Level from the High 
Lands of the adjacent Counties, by 
the great Rivers in their Way to 
the Out-falls to the Sea. It was 
2 | : alſo 


7. 320 
but the Rain that fell on the Great 
Level; that Water which came 
into it from the ſeveral , Parts, 
which did not immediately com- 
municate with the great Rivers, 
overflowed the Lands then ſtag- 
nated, till Part of it ſoaked into 
the Earth, or was dried up by the 
Sun. This Miſchief, and a Deſire 
of making the Lands fit for the 
Culture of Winter. Corn, . induced 
the Owners of the Free Land, 
who had contracted for a Con- 
tinuance of being drained, con- 
vinced of the Impoſſibility of hav- 
ing any greater Affi ſtance from 
the Taxation of the Adventure 
Land than what they had re- 
ceived, 


Cl) 

ceived, to be at a joint and equal 
Expence with thoſe who were 
Owners of the Adventure Land, 
and to erect croſs and in ward 
Banks to protect their Lands 


from the Downfall and Influx of | 


Waters, and Mills to throw out 
that which came from the Down- 
fall, and likewiſe to repair and 
maintain ſome of thoſe Works 
which the Bedford Level Corpora- 
tion from Neceflity had been 
forced to abandon. On this Po- 
licy are founded the feveral Acts 
for draining private Diſtricts, the 
Fund for which ariſes from Taxes 
laid by Act of Parliament equally 
on the Adventure Land and the 
Free Land, which is made appli- 

„„ D cable 
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cable to diſcharge the Intereſt of 


the Money borrowed for executir 
the Works, and on the Credit of 
which Taxes it is raifed. mid. 


From the Facts ſtated it ap- 
Pears, that the Firſt Part of the 
Contract hath been executed at 
an Expence of | Four Hundred 
Thouſand Pounds*. The Second 

Part 


* This Account of the Expence of the ori- 
ginal Adventurers includes the Expence of thoſe 
who engaged in the Work in Conſequence of 
the Lyan Law, and alſo of thoſe who engaged in 
it afterwards under the Act of 1649. Francis 
Earl of Bedford was at the Head of the Firſt 
Undertaking ; his Son, William Earl of Bedford, 
at the Head of the Second: and it reſts on the. 
Authority of original Papers in the Collection 
of the late Sir Francis St. Fobn, Baronet, who, 
from his Family Connections, was in the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of a very valuable Collection relative to 
the Draining of the Great Level. Sir Cornelius 
N 5 Permuyden, 


(038 
Part of it, though there hath been 
wy. ape by "TURES" errno: by 


een in 1 ſet forth a Tract, entitled, 
A Diſcourſe concerning the Draining the Great 
Level of the Fens.“ He Rates the Expence of 
the Firſt Adventurers at One Hundred Thou- 
ſand Pounds. Sir Cornelius had been blamed for 
the great Expence he had led the Firſt Adven- 
turers into; and there was a Tract publiſhed in 
1641, entitled, The High Expence of Dutch 
* & Draining in Engliſh Land,” Sir Cornelius on 
this Account was to reduce the Expence as low 
as he could; but, excluſive of theſe Authorities, 
dhe preſent Circumftances of the Bedford Eftate 
will convince thoſe who doubt it, of the enor- 
© mous Expence of this Work by what that Fa- 
milly alone expended. In the Beginning of 
© Charles the Firſt, to raiſe the Money for 
carrying on that Work, they ſold many Manors 
in Devonſbire, many Houſes and Lands in the 
Pariſſi of St. Martin's in the Fields, reſerving 
: _ only, out of Part thereof, ſmall Fee-farm Rents, 
Prior to the Time of the Pariſh of St. Paul 
Covent Garden being made a Pariſh, which was 
at chat time Part of St. MAurtin's in the Fields. 
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virtue of the, Fifteenth and 


Twentieth of Charles the Second, 
Six Hundred and Seven Thouſand 
Five Hundred and Eighteen 
Pounds, Fifteen Shillings, and 


Ten Pence, befides a great Debt 


contracted on the Credit of thoſe 
Taxes, hath not from Time to 
Time been executed completely. 
The preſent Situation of the Great 
Level is alarming; a great part 
of it is under Water; the Works 


In general are decaying; a large 


Debt is contracted; the Beds of 
the Rivers, and of the Drains 
that lead to the Rivers, all which 
are of the Eſſence of Draining, 


being the Conveyance of the Wa- 


ters to the Out-falls, are higher 
4 in 


(55) 

ii general than the adjacent 
Lands; and of the Two Outs falls 
to Sea, one hath been, till lately, 
almoſt loſt; and the other is at 
preſent greatly complained of, as 
unequal to the carrying off thoſe 
Floods that ſo frequently e 

and Overflow the Great Level. 
This being the preſent situa⸗ 
tion of the Country, it comes 
next to be conſidered, in the 
Courſe of this Enquiry, whence 
this hath aroſe? And it will be 
found that, amongſt others, the 
following are the principal 
Cauſes of the preſent melancholy 
Situation of the Great Level. It 
is to be remembered, that it was 
originally a Contract of Hazard. 
The Contractors are by the Le- 
D 3 Fgiflature 


(38), 

giſlature called emphutically Ad- 
venturers. The Expence of the 
Contractors depended on the Ele- 
ments of Water and Air, whoſe 
Operations are not the Objects of 
Calculation. Had theſe Elements 
favoured the Undertaking, and the 
Winter Seaſons been conſtantly 
kind, the great Expences occa- 
ſioned by extraordinary Floods 
Had been ſaved. On a Retrofpect 
of the Seaſons: from the Year 
1oo it will be found, that in 
that Period, out of the Seventy- 
fix Years, Forty-three of them 
have paſſed without occaſioning 
any extraordinary Expence, Had 

the reſt done ſo, the Great Level 

had been in a more flouriſhing 

Condition 


39 

this Principle perhaps the Con- 
tract was not a fair one, and the 
Adventurers ſhould have received 
Half inſtead of One- third of the 
Lands. Whether this be true or 
not muſt be determined from the 
preſent Situation of the Great Le- 
vel; for  Ninety-five Thouſand 
Acres of Land they have paid 
upwards of a Million, and the 
Undertaking is at nn in Jeo- 
n | 
Thus much as me ſt 
Situation of the Ad venturers and 
the Country, ariſing from the Na- 
ture of the Undertaking; but 
there are other Cauſes which have 
contributed thereto. The origi- 
D 4 nal 
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nal Adventurers calculated their 
Works from the Situation and 
Condition of the Great Level at 
the Time the Works were pro- 
jected. That Condition and Si- 
tuation are altered, but the Works 
continue the ſame. That Altera- 
tion hath been made ſo gradually, 
that the W orks, from their N ature, 
could not be accommodated to that 
Alteration. The Hundred . Foot 
River, and the great Waſh there, 
when made, had Regard. to the 
ſuppoſed Quantity and Velocity of 
the Water which would come 
don towards the Sea. The ſame 
. is true of Moreton's Leam and the 
adjacent Waſhes. The Beds of 
theſe Rivers were cut at proper 
Depths, 
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Depths, below the Level of the 
adjacent Lands. The Waſhes were 
left between the Banks, or the 
Banks ſet at that Diſtance from 
_ each other from Neceſſity *; for 
5 01 belle 51% libigeniby 


Since the Publication of Thomas Badeflade, 
in 1725, againſt Denver Sluice, his Followers 
have arraigned the Senſe and Judgement of the 
*- = original Adventurers. Their Firſt Charge i is, 
that ſtopping the Waters at the Hermitage, was 
: againſt every Principle of Draining. . 
Anlwer. On the ſtricteſt Examination ef 'the 
Soil on each Side the Ouxe, from the Hermitage 
to Harrymere, and conſulting with thoſe who 
had been concerned in making the great Banks in 
Holland, they were compelled to that Meaſure, 
as it was their Opinion, that Banks could not be 
made to carry the Land Floods 8 that Courſe to 
| Harrymere. | 
1 The Second Charge i is, The Diſtance of the 
Banks of New Bedford, which makes that wy” 
Waſh-way. 
..- Anſwer. The 8 had been 2 of 
| ſerting the Banks at leſs Diſtances in the Old 


| Bedfird, where they were placed as near that 
: Cut 


e 
vy Experience it had been found; 
no Banks could be made to re- 
ſtrain the Floods when they 
arrived in the Great Level within 
much leſs Compaſs than what the 
preſent Waſhes allow them. Be- 
fides, the Expence would have been 
enormous, and ſuch as the Cons 
tractors could not poſſibly engage 
in en the Terms they made; add 
too, that, had ſuch Banks been 
confiructed; from the Nature of 
the Materials that were to be uſed 


Ct they could be. The Conſequence | was, 
that the Firſt Flood that came down tore them 
all to pieces, and no Advantage was ever derived 
f:om that expenfive Work. Materials for mak- 
ing Banks and Seats to place them on, muſt be 
found in that Country, before they can be 
formed to contain the Land Floods, which muſt 
 fometimes paſs through them, in a Channel with | 
Banks placed, on the Sides thereof. A Diſcovery 
which never hath vet, and it is preſumed never 
will be made. 


III 


(44 ) 
in their Conſtruction, the Danger 
of their being broken down on 
every Flood would have been 
conſtant and alarming. In ge- 
neral theſe Rivers , theſe Recepta- 
cles, were at this Time, and for a 
long Time afterwards, ſufficient 
for conveying the High Land 
Floods through the Great Level 
to their Out-falls; but the great 
Improvement of modern Times 
in Agriculture, in public and pri- 
vate Roads, the great Extent of 
Commerce, and the Draining by 
Diſtrict Banks and Mills, have 
altogether varied the Condition of 
the High Lands, and ſo far the 
Situation of the Great Level, as 
connected with them, that theſe 
Rivers and thoſe Receptacles are 
| ng 


(44 ) 
no longer Fulfciene'for the Pur- 
PpPoſes intend t. 
Within the laſt Fifteen Years, 
the Extent' of Commerce hath 
opened two Navigations; one 
from Northampton by the Nene 
to 'Thrap/ion, another by the Tvel 
from Biggleſtwude into the Orfe: 
Theſe are great Additions to the 
Quantity of Water that paſſes 
through the Great Level, aid 
add much to its Velocity in the 
Paſſage. Theſe are Facts, "nd 
confirmed by Obſervations made 
by thoſe who live near the Rivers 
in the Inland Counties, and WII 
ſee that at this Time the Rivers 
riſe above their Channels and 
overflow the adjacent Meadows, 
from a much ſhorter Continuance 
21. 3 of 
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of wet Weather than what would 

have produced the ſame Effect 
great Alteration is, the Modern 
Invention of draining by Diſtrict 
Banks and Mills, by which the 
' Downfall. is divided into different 
Parts, impelled in different Courſes 
to the Outfall from thoſe Which 
Nature had made; and, going by 
different Paſſages, they weaken 
and deſtroy thoſe natural Drains. 
They alſo: throw Dirt as well: as 
Water into the River, which-there 
lying makes the Beds or Bottoms 
of the Rivers approach nearer to 
| the. Surface, by which Means 
their Capacity is leflened, - | 
I.) Theſe: Cauſes of a ſuperadded 
Quantity of Water, and of in- 
33 creaſed 


creaſed Velocity 4 in its reduced 
Paſſage in the Beds of Rivers, have 
altogether operated ſo ſtrongly, 
that thoſe Works which at the 
firſt Undertaking were ſufficient 
for the Draining of the Great 
Level are not fo at this Time. 
The Hundred Foot River, the ad- 
joining Waſhes, Moretous Leam, 
its Waſhes, are no longer ſuf- 
ficient, at the preſent Height of 
thoſe Banks, and the Depth of 
' thoſe Rivers, to contain e 
Waters coming down with the 
increaſed Velocity within 'their 
- Bounds, till they can by Degrees 
be diſcharged into the Sea. That 
the Fact is ſo, the Teſtimony pf 
' thoſe who remember the Riſe, 
5 * and Progreſs, of Foods of 
: 4. former 
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er Times, compared with 
prove of theſe, will; ſufficiently 
vince; But,a:fironger Proof of 
it cannot be adduced, than the 
Expence that hath ariſen from 
the Breaches of Banks, or the 
Attempts to prevent them, the 
whole coming under the Article 
of Flood Bills in the Expenditure 
of the Bedſord Level Corporation 
within the laſt Fourtern Years; 
When it is compared with that of 
the precedin g Sixty-two, Which 
appears to be full One ** 
The Commerce on the Rivers 
e the Great Level, with the 
Zeneral Commerce of the King- 
dom, is increaſed ; the Number 
of Barges on them is .increaſed; 
the 


718 
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th&- Tonnage of cheſe Barges is 


increaſed in a far greater Proporo 
tion. This hath-bccaſioned! an 


Increaſe of the Number of Horſes, 


and of the Size of them, for 


haling, which hath brought on 


an Expence for the Maintenance 


of the Banks, in repairing the 


Damage they do, which the firſt 
Contractors from the then Infant 
State of Commerce in the Country; 
had no Conception of, and which, 
if they had foreſeen, would have 
made on their Parts a great Dif. 
ference in the Terms of the Con- 
tract. Fifty Years ago, no Gangs 


carried more than Fifty Chaldron 
of Coals out of Lynn' Harbour, or 
- Haled with more than two Horſes. 


There are now many of the 
Gangs 


(49) 
Gangs hat pany Hundred 
eee uu being haled 
ave Horles; often with many 

an een Hoxles- of 

are dragged — on Nai very 
Bottoms of the Rivers. By the 
violent &fjorts of the Horſes in 
are thrown from the. ops of 
ained. There are thoſe, who, 
this Kind, inſiſt, that One F ourth | 
of: the-\Expence..of maintaining 
and ſupporting the Banks is Owing 
% this unjuſtifiable Wear and 
— whatever — BAY 
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be and certainly iti is very great; 
it is as certain, that for this 
Damage no Sort of Compenſa- 
tion Whatever is, or ever hath 
been, made to the Adventurers 
from the Commencement of * 
ener 99 594-230 © 
There is another Cauſe, that 
Math hen but little, or perhaps 
not at all, attended to- The 
Value of Money hath decreaſed; 
from whence the Value of Labour 
of courſe hath increaſed. Hence 
the Expence of the Adventurers 
hath been an increaſing Quantity. 
But the Fund for the Expence, 
the Tax, hath been nearly the 
Fame; which will farther account 
for the preſent Situation of the 
Fund of the Bedford Level Cor- 


CRgs]) 
poration. / Thusz having ſhewn 
the original State of the Goun- 
try; the Conſequence of the Un- 
1dertaking to the Public, the 
Manner in which it hath been ex- 
ecuted, and the preſent Situation 

of the contracting Parties, and 

the Cauſes thereof; it remains 
to point out the moſt probable 
Means of retrieving the Under- 
taking from the Situation it is at 
preſent in. The mechanical Part 
of this Conſideration, or the 
Mode of curing the radical Evils 
that impede the Draining, is a 
Matter to be conſidered by thoſe 
who, long and well acquainted 
a with the Situation of the Great 
Level, have applied their Know- 

8 E 2 ledge, 
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vation, to this Object . ion 
this Head let it ſuſſice to ſay, that 
theſe radical Evils are to be 'cured 
partly by enlarging the Rivers 
downwards, or making them 


* This Suggeſtion, that thoſe of Experitnce 
and Knowledge of this Country, by 2 
ſidence there, are the beſt Judges of the Cau 
of the Milchiefs that harm it, 1 of their 
medies, is meant to guard the Reader againſt 45 
Aſſertions and controverſial (Opinions of, Fr 
" vineers and Surveyors ; and is ſupported by t 
- Declaration Mr. Labehe made to the late Duke 
of Bedford, not with more Modefty, than Truth, 
' when he preſented to him his Report. My 
! „ ©'Lord—T have done as. Well as-T could; Gur 
if en << conſider I never the Country before, and 
8 ( how little a Time I was in it—I will be an- 
4 fwerable for my general Propofitions -A hofe 
4 of Senſe and Ohiervation who reſide in the 
: 6c Country, muſt he conſulted on their Appli- 
"x cation. Their Experience may aſt my 


_ *% acquired Knowledge.” Js, 
"eh 7 8 deeper, 
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deeper, partly by ftrengthening 
and heightening the Banks, and 

by a particular Attention to im- 

proving the two Outfalls of Lyun 

and Wiſberch. Theſe will be found, 
hy thoſe Men before-deſcribed, 

the great Objects to be atchieved. 

For if thoſe Works are properly 
executed and continued, the Great 
Level will be drained, will con- 
tinue drained. The other Part, 
which is finding a Fund for theſe 
Purpoſes, is one of the particular 
Objects of theſe Conſiderations. 
It is uncontroverted, that the 
Fund is leſs than the Demands 
that are neceſſarily made on it. 
It is as clear, that that Fund hath 
been made as large as the Nature 
1399/3 E 3 | of 
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of it would per tit, IA 
riſquing the Loſs” of the greateſt 
Part of it. Who are the Parties; 
excluſive of the Public, Who am! 
moſt intereſted in the Preſervation 
of the Great Level? The Owners 
of the Lands, and thoſe who carry 
on the Commerce 2 the ſeveral 
„ üugk itte 0 
To endeavour to ſhew . the 
Owners of a Landed Property, 
worth at leaſt One Hundred Thou- 
ſand Pounds a Year, are intereſted 
in the Preſervation of that Pro- | 
perty, would be arguing in Sup- 
port of Firſt Principles, a Reflec- 
tion on the Writers, and an In- 
ſult on the Reader's Underſtand- 
ing. As to the Intereſt of the 
Navigators, 


( (547); 
Navigators, that, requires, ſome 
Diſcuſſion to ſhew that their In- 
tereſt. in the Preſervation of 
the Great Level is equal to the 
Intereſt they derive from their 
Commerce, or that their Com- 
merce goes Hand in Hand, and 
19 Sonnected with its Preſer- 
vation. On this Inquiry, ſuppoſe 
that which it is hoped will never 
happen — That all the Banks in 
the Great Level Were deſtr oyed; 
that the Waters from the High 
Lands, when they arrived in this 
great Plain, flowed at large; 
and that the Tides from the 
Ocean, when they run into it, 
were unreſtrained in their Courſe. 
What would become of the Na= 
vigation in a few Years after 
E 4 theſe 


G 
theſe Events) fo woull it he 
carried on — The Rivers,” us far 
as the Tides flowed,” world be 
ted up; and above the Places 
they flow- to, from the Nature of 
their moory © Subſtance, as all 

theſe Rivers paſs through' black 
moory Soil; grow up. This Kath 
been the uniform”! Opinion of 
cvery Man of any Experience in, 
or Knowledge of, Plains cireum. 
ſtanced as this is, with =_ 

running through them, 
the Time of the great — 
down to that of William Elgobb, 
Land Surveyor and Engineer. He 
laſt April attended a great Meeting 
of the Country, in the Shire Hal at 
hg called together by à Public 
Advertiſe- 


Advertiſement in the News- paper, 
for che Purpoſe of conſidering 
de Heads of that Bill which is 
now to be offered to Parliament. 
The Meeting was numerous; 
amongſt others who attended 
were ſome Merchants of Cam- 
brrage, of very reſpectable Names 
and Characters, who, as ſuch, 
were intereſted in that Day's Bu- 
ſineſs. The Regiſter of the Bed. 
ford Level Corporation at that 
Meeting publickly propounded to 
Mr. Eiſodb the following Queftion. 
If all the Banks of the Rivers in 
the Great Level were deſtroyed, 
what would be the Effect on | 
fhtefe - Rivers; whether their 
Fr EE — — 1 
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Navigation? He anſwered, that 
would be the undoubted Conſe- 
quence, giving the Reaſons on 
which he founded his Anſwer, 
But, whatever may be the preſent 
Opinions of Engineers on this 
Subject, or whatever they may 
be hereafter; as long as Nature 
continues in her preſent State, ſa. 
long this Effect will be a laſting 
Truth. If this is the natural 
Conſequence; if, inſtead of a Na- 
vigation which will carry a 
Hundred Ton, performed by 
- Haling with Certainty and Safety, 
the Trade muſt be carried on by 
ſmall Craft, and that by uncer- 
tain Winds; can it be ſaid that 

19 2 | the 
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the Navigators are not intereſted 
in the Preſervation of the Great 
Level, one of whoſe principal 
Safeguards are the great Banks? 
But the Navigators not only deny 
this Conſequence, but, againſt 
every Principle ef Reaſon appli» 
cable to the Queſtion, contend, 
that the Demolition of the Banks 
would render the Navigation 
better. To ſupport their Opinion 
(for it is but Opinion), they recur 
to the Times before the Draining 
of the Great Level was under- 
taken, and appeal to thoſe Times 
for the State of the Navigation ; 
roundly aſſerting, that thoſe were 
Times- in which the Navigation 
was in its greateſt State of Per- 
feCtion ; 


CY - 
feftion:; - and; te. fupport this 
Aﬀexrtion,/ſend'us to a Book» en- 
tituled; The Hiſtory of the Antient 
and Preſent State of the Natiga- 
tion of the Port of Kings Lynn 
and ef Cambridge, by Thomas 
Bade/tade; as they have no other 
Evidence than What is contained 
Ke: that Book to ſupport: this A 
ſertion. It will be neceſſary to 
give a general Account of that 
Book, the Occaſion of its being | 
written, and ſome Obſervations on 


the Nature of the Evidence made 
Uſe of by the Author. When 
the Adventurers cut the Hundred 
Foot River, fixed a Sluice at the 
Hermitage, and turned the High- 
land Waters into that River; 

2 | | they 
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they | rhef DR geld 60 ek g 
| Sinice Den; for the Prefer: 
. 46 | 1 | - Theſe 
vation of the South Level 
Works alarmed the Ce 3 
and Merchants at Lyn. = 
were fo jealous of their Intereſts, 
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| Works on 5 e 
have any viſible Ope 3 ; 
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| whoſe REY 4 
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| take away Denver 1 ; 
without any Effect. The _ 
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on their Harbour and the Inland 
Navigations that came don to it. 


The Adventurers, and thoſe: in- 


tereſted in Draining, denied their 


Reaſoning, denied their Facts- 
Alfter having agitated this Quef- 


tion for upwards of Forty Yeats, 
and having had the Experience 
of ſo long a Period, in the Eighth 
of King William, the Corporation 
and Merchants of Tynn brought 


the Queſtion into Parliament; and 


'a Bill was preſented, which, 
among other Things, was to take 
up Denver Sluice. The Queſtion 
was thoroughly diſcuſſed; Coun- 


ſel was heard at the Bar, and all 
the Witneſſes examined, on the 
one Side as well as the other, 

who 


( (x 63 ') 
EQ cod be ſuppoſed at all cog- 
much Time ſpent in the Enquiry, 


and a Day appointed for the De- 


bate, which laſted ſeveral Hours, 


the Bill was rejected by a great 


Majority; but that which the 
Wiſdom of Parliament refuſed, 
Time afterwards performed for 
the Corporation and Merchants 


of Lynn; for, in the Vear 1713, 


being originally ill-built, and hav- 


ing ſuſtained every Injury which 


the Navigators, who wiſhed its 
Downfall; could with Impunity 


effect, the Sluice fell down, to the 
great Loſs of the Adventurers, 


and the Joy of thoſe who had ſo 
long wiſhed its Deſtruction. The 
619 Conſe- | 


ä 

the Navigation, helqwuthe Site gf 
the Sc πꝗD2¹eανανα what it 
the Sauer kee 00 5 
ä great Part of the —— 
a Lake. Though the, Slyige, the 
great Object of Gonteſt, was der. 
2 {troyed, yet the ſeveral 2 arties far 
and, ,againdt. it continued He 
Adventurers were conſtantly called. 
on to rebuild it, for the Purpoſes 
of Draining: every Oppoſition ſho. 
auch, 4 Meaſure was thre 


theſe. Conteſts, Mr., Bade/age ſet 
forth his Book, with cwery Pro- 


feffion of Candour that oquld tend 
to 


+ 8 if Fa 


from Igun. In the Height f 
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/ captivate” thoſe who ſearched 
only for Truth; but the Book it- 
ſelf falls ſhort of the Writer's 
Profeſſions. It is throughout * 
Book of Controverſy, and ſeems 
wrote with no other View than to 
decry the Work of Denver Slice; 
and prevent its ever being again 
erected. As ſuch it may have 
Merit, and thoſe who employed 


Him may have been ſatisfied with 


it; but whoever reads it merely 
for the Purpoſe of Information 
will be ſadly diſappointed,” His 


Aſſertions are bold, and many of 


them not founded in Facts. His 
printed Authorities are given 
moſt liberally; but you are no 
where referred to the Places in 


F which 
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which he found them. Qn:+fearches: 
ing for then 
ſome cannot; and ethers, and theſa 
too to be eaſily met with, which 
were againſt the Plan he wrote 
on, are totally omitted. He offers 
that as Evidence Which would be 
rejected in every Court the C 


of; and this is the Work that is 
to determine this Queſtion. 80 
far as it relates to this Point let 1s: 
examine it. Thoſe who contend, 
that the Navigation was in a more 
flouriſhing State before the Un- 
dertaking for Draining than ſince, 


refer us for Facts to p. 53. and 640 h 


in Badelade, In the Firſt is ſtated: 
One Petition and an Affidavit; in 
4 2 the 


aa 
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ſtitution of this Country, knews 
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the meutj 18 what is called Truth; 5 
edrroborated by innumerable Wits. 
neſſes; and theſe are the Authori- 
ties that are to determine the 
Queſtion. i And are the Allega + 
proved, an Affidavit taken e 


parte; before a Mayor of Therferd, 


in Support of his own” Petition 
and the Names of Fourteen Per- 
ſons, who are aſſerted to have born 


their Teſtimony, without ſtating 


en What Occaſion, in what Man- 


ner, whether on Oath, or by 
fimple Aſſertions, to determine 


tRis 'Queſtion f they are, any 
ne however improbable, 
Yes er unlike Truth it may be, 
e proved; and all the great 


: 21 hk 3 F ; 2 Prin- 


-, 
Principles f Evidchte diftater by: 


Conithor''Senſe; ha im pr H by 


Experience, are deftröyed: iw 18 
Evidence to whict the moſt illite- 
rate Jury, unaffiſted by a judge; 
would not pay any Attention; 
or give the leaſt Weight! On 
the other Side, excluſive of the 


Argument from the Natufe of 


the Rivers, the Soil of Which they 
ate compoſed, their Situation, How 
aré the Facts? In the Vear 16086, 
the Depth of the Ouse, in and 
about Ey, was im ſome Plates 
'Foutteen' Inches, in others Eigh- 
teen, in others "Twenty-four 
Inches. This is not bare Affer- 
tion. — Sir William Dugdule Rath 
cited a clear Authority for it in 

44 1 UW 
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Hig great Wort of Embanking : and 
Draining, p- 381. Whoever is 
acquainted With the Hiſtory of 
that great Work, an and the Manner 
in Which it was, compiled, muſt 
know that Sir Willlam Dugdal- 


ſuperintended the surveys, and 


the Engraving of the ſeveral Maps 
in that Book. They are a, moſt 
valuable Part of the Work, and 
their Exactneſs hath been con- 
fir med by all. the Surveys ſince 


taken. There are, in the- whole 


of Sir WW iam Dugdal“ 4 Works, 
near Three Hundred Engravings, 


and moſt of them by the great 
Maſters, , and great they truly 


were, of thoſe Times. After they 
had been made Uſe of for the 
F 8 pub- 
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ive as they were he paid no ne- 
gard toſany of them,-except 4hoſe 
Plates which were: engraved! we 
his -Hiſtory of Embanking an 
Draining. Fheſe he laid up = 
great. Care at his Seat! at hre 
Hul, in Farwick/bires where they 
are now in the Poſſeſſion of Mr. 
east, Who was lately at the Ex- 
pence of printing a new Edition 
of that Work. Except theſe Plates, 
the Family are not, it is ſaid, in 
the Poſſeſſion of any other of the 
great Number Sir Milium was 
poſſeſſed of; nor gan it be traced 
out where they are, or whether 
they exiſt. Happily the Monaſti- 
con n Hiſtory of S/. 
Paul 


ee eee 
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Paus and Warwiniſhire, and the 


tlie Names as well as the Works 


of the eee Nes whom 


r tl 
2 bel 


In p. 375. u e Hiſtory: of 


BO Emhanking a and Draining, Sir 
15 iam hath given S Map of the 
Great Level, repreſenting it as it 
lay Qrowned- before the Under 
takifig. His Integrity, Fidelity, 
und Accuracy, ſet him above the 
Suſpicion of any Deception, There 
are Lines of Rivers; but from ſuch 
an Appearance of the Country, it 
could never afford the Sort! of 
Navigation contended for. If 
the Reader hath ſtill a Doubt on 


* Queſtion, the following Fact 
F 4 ſeems 


_ 
fes ec wilt appears oy 
Eolegs Ade now exiſting 
in the” Univerſtyi"of. "Cambridge, 
under the Article of Firing, that, 
before the Undertaking, che Price 
of Coals, laid in at that Plate, 
ere double what they were after 
Wards, or- are ati this Time. 
They were for: ſome Time from 
One Pound, Sixteen Shillings, and 
Eight Pence, to Three Pounds per 
Chuldron, which, allowing for the 
different Value of Money, is in Fact 
Four Times as much as they are 
now. Letithoſe who contend on the 
other Side aſſign any Reaſun for 
this, but the Uncertainty; expen- 
ſive Tediouſneſs, of the Naviga- 
tion from the Port of Jynn tothe 
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Down fr cCanmridgermoomno- Ales 
antiem in che original rice, or tha 
Sca- freight, can account for it. 
if hen the Preſeryation of the 
Country, or Draining, is likewiſe 
eſſential to the Well-being of Na- 
vigation; if the Champion for the 
Navigators in this Queſtion, Mr. 
Badefage; tells his Patron the Earl 
of Vinculn Frutb in his Decli cation 
of his Work to him, That the 
Navigation of the Port of Im, 
and Draining in the Great Level 
t of the Fens and the adjacent 
Country, are inſeparable; that 
e they, have always gone Hand in 
Hand, improved together, and 
together decayed; it ſeems! to 
be common Juſtice and Equity, 
7 4 that 
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chat the Navigators, by the laying 
of Tolls on the Wares and Mer- 
chandlizes carried through the 
_ Great; Level, [ſhould contribute-to 
the Preſervation of their o.]n In- 
| tereſt. But it is ſaid, that the Ap- 
plication to the Navigators is new, 
and therefore unreaſonable and 
ſeem neceſſary ; Conſequence 
from the Premiſes; if it was, it 
would not avail in this Objection; 
for the Aſſertion, that the Applica- 
tion is new, is not Fact; for, by the 
Charter of Incorporation of the 
Tenth of Charles the Firſt, Tolls on 
the Navigation are laid, the an- 
tum of thoſe Tolls is aſcertained. 
IThat Charter being in ſome 
Reſpects illegal, theſe Tolls were 
6 not 


\tys) 
© iut collectetl. But the Navigators 
at / that Time did not object to the 
Tolls, but to the Authority by 
which they were laid. The Na- 
vigators do at this Time, and 
Have for Time beyond Memory, 
Paid for Haling Ways below 
Denen Shnice—The Right hath 
- the Judges have declared the 
Reaſonableneſs and Juſtice of 
the Claim; and Juries Rave by 
their Verdicts ſupported the Opi- 
mon of the Judges; and the 
Queſtion is at reſt, The Juſtice 
of raiſing a Fund out of the 
Land and Navigation for the 
mutual Support of both bein g 
- +fabmitted to the Reader; it is 
well worth their Attention, who 
are 


C78) 

are intereſted in theſs important 
Concerns, ſeriouſly to conſiderthe 
Conſequences of any longer neg- 
lecting the Purſuits 70f ſome 
Meaſures for the Preſervation 
both of the Great Level and the 
Navigation through it, if its Pre- 
ſervation, is at all meant. What - 
as it can or may be done, as five 
Times the Sum will not recoyer 
the Country when leſt; Which 
will prevent its Loſs, The farther 
the Miſchief goes, the greater 
the Expence to remedy that Miſ- 
chief, and that not in the ſimple 
Ratio, of its Progreſs to Decay, 
but in a Quintuple Proportion 
a Fact which thoſe who. are a- 
quainted with the Works of 

Drainings 
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Draifings wal! __ 3 KKnos 
ledge!: {109 07 iti ee £1197 
But, adinittivis / all that 18 ſaid, 
there are Two! Claſſes who object 
either to a Tax on the Land, or 4 
Toll on the Navigation. 

The Firſt, thoſe who poſſeſs 
tlie Free Lands; the ſecohd, the 
Conſumers of the ſeveral' Wares 
and Merchandizes conveyed": By 
the Navigation. „, £11112 35 2 mt 
auqhe Firſt Class . m— FROG 
Objostions: at £31 $197 111 
The Asen Slides to 
drain, maintain; and preſerve, 
the Drainage of the Great Level, 
for the Ninety-five' Thouſand 
AKeres originally aſſigned them; 
kane the Obrriets' of Free n 
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89 
have a Right to exhauſt the Vale” 
of theſe Lands by Taxation, be 
fore the Adventurers can with 
any Juſtice call on them for any 
further Aſſiſtance. To this it is 
ſubmitted, by Way of Anſwerz 
that the Objection is new and 
was never before thought of. 
E In all the Diſtrict Acts; of which 
between Twenty and Thirty have 
paſſed ſince the Lear 1725; the 
Free Lands have all been-taxed: 
for the Purpoſe of draining and 
preſerving the Diſtricts. Some of 
them have been oppoſed with all 
the Spirit, Diligence, and Acute 
neſs, that the Zeal of Oppoſition 
can carry with it; but never be- 
fore Parliament, or in the Coun- 
110 try, 
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ty, ws: this Objection made. It 
was never made a Ground of Op- 
poſition that the Fund of the 
Adventure Land was not exhauſted 
by Taxation; till that was done, the 
Free Lands ought to be preſerved 
and maintained out of that Fund. 
It is a very {ſmall Portion indeed 
of the Great Level a that is not 
under Acts of Parliament for 
Dictrict-Draining, ſo that none 
of the Owners of Free Lands 
have before made the Objection. 
The Truth is, they well knew 
that the Taxing beyond a certain 
Degree would deſtroy the End of 
Taxing, by annihilating the Fund. 
That the Free Lands, by pur- 
| —_ this Mode, would, like 
Pharoah- 


(855) 
Pharbah-leaned Kink, eat up the 
Whole of the Fund and then hot 
look "the better fer it. They 
knew that the Behr Level Gore 
— did at inte 1 


9 5 


bear. That theſe were and have 


been their real Opinions may be 


fairly deduced, not only from 
their Silence on this Head in tlie 


ever ſince the Year 1649, When 
Ninety-five Thouſand Acres of 


Adventure Lands vere made 


liable to a perpetual” Taxation, | 
for the Support and Maintenance 


of the Great Level. By the Act 
of 1649, and the Fifteenth of 
8 Charles 


( 
ObartenicUss hate Lands were 
made liable ta the Taxation; they 


were to be: taxetl from Time to 


Time By the Twentieth of 
Charles II. the preciſe Time 
and. Place are ſixed where the 

Taxes are to be laid. They are 

to be laid at the general Annual 
Apr. Meeting at Eq, and at n ; 
other Time or Place. This ge f 
the, moſt public Notice given of 
their being ſet, and the Rate of 
the Taxes ſo ſet . At that Meeting 
Petitions and Applications from 
the. Country relative to the Bu- 
8 of the Great Level are 


* ppen dig: Ni., | 
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received 18 wal ted There- is 
80 4 ie ff 9 — 
Lands Vers 0 liable to a 4 15 
J. 915 10 
of any Petition or "Application or 
Requeſt from the Owners of Free 
Lands to the Bedſord Level Cor- 
poration, that the Tax on * 
Adventure Land might in any 
Degree be encreaſed. What 1 ö 
the Concluſion? T hat the Adven- 
kürers have taxed the Lands as 
high” as they will bear taxing, 

ithour decreaſing g the Fund. 
The Owners of Fr ce Land mi ight 
have known, many of them do 
Know, That, 1 in the Year 17 525 the 
Bedſor Lee! Corporation Had 
taxed the Adventure Land till near 


a Ninth Part of i it was == 
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LY By far the greateſt Part 
5 the Tax ariſes from the Lands 
of low Value, as may be ſeen in h 
the Appendix, where i is ſtated the 
Sum each Sort raiſes at a ſingle 
Tax . But it is ſaid that the 
preſent Taxes, from the Adven- 
ture Tax and the Diſtrict Tax, are 
ſo high, that the fame Thing will 
happen on the laying a further 
Tax. 8 the Tax to be laid on 
the Land is perpetual, it will be 
the Caſe; if temporary, it will 
not. Thoſe whoſe Lands are 
taxed as high as they will bear at 
preſent, will | conſider the Tax 
laid, which | is hereafter to inſure 
them the Enjoyment of their 
* Appendix, No 2, | 
G 2 Land, 
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Land, as the Purchaſing | their 
Property by the Payment of na 
Tax, without which they muſt 
Joe NR.. xl 110): 

: The Second Claſs, OY are the 
Conſumers of the Wares and 
Merchandizes carried up the 
Rivers in the Bedford Level, and 
the Exporters of Timber, Corn, 
and whatever the High- land Com- 
merce furniſnes, ſtate their Ob- 
jection to a Toll on the N aviga- 
tion, which they ſay muſt ulti- 
mately be paid * . as 
follows. let ror ord to: id 

Are we, the Inhabitants . 
: Inland Counties, to contribute to 
the Draining of the Great Level? 
what is the State of that Country 
te 


to tis? are ti pay/anadyancet! 
Price for ouf Coals, our Deals, 


ur Iron, the Exports of our 


Corn, our Timber, becauſe the 
Adventurers are unable out of 
their preſent Fund to continue 
that Country in a drained State? 
The ſtating this Objection carries 
with it every Argument that can 
be adduced to ſupport it:. 
Inn Anſwer, it is ſubmitted; the 
Foundation of the Objection is 
built on a Fallacy. Take away 
the Foundation, and the whole 
Fabric of Objection falls with it. 
could it be ſhewn that, whatever 
may hereafter be the Condition 
of the Bedford Level; that when 
the Works of the Adventurers 
5 G 3 | ar 
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are all, deſtrog eq; when, their, 
| Slujces, {Are , decayed, ; and their. 
Banks waſhed away, the Foun- 
dations of them rooted, up, and 
the whole Country in that State, 
it was in before any Attempts 
were made to drain it; that, not 
withſtanding theſe Calamities, the. 
Nayigation through it would he: 
as ſafe, as expeditious, as cheap, 
as it is in its preſent Situation: f 
all this could be proved; the Ob- 
jections would ſtand on the firm 
Baſis of Truth ſupported by. 
Juſtice, and would be unanfwer- 
A. But if there is any Truth, 

in the Facts ſtated, or the De- 
ductions from them in that Part 
of this Tract which is purpoſely, 
ſet 
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ſet 4þart Tof the" Fumfhatiön bf 
ti Queſtion? the Objectioft 
caitttot ſtauti à Moment. © Inſtead 
of an Ihe! of the price of 
Goods conveyed through the Na- 
vigations in the Bedford Level 
froth bees into the inland 1 


fachli- Fölls ate her Lad Grete 
te Great Level, they well be 
errforced to pay a much "higher 
. DIVE {1203 el 11s 

he Price of Coals at Cum. 
dridge before the Draining of the 
Great Level, compared with the 
Preſent Price at that Place, is con- 
clufive on this Point. Coal is an 
Axticle of Commerce on this Na- 
e ſpecified; becauſe it can 
: G 4 be 
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be. aſcertained; but! it will goto 
every other Article of Commerce, 
in the ſame: Proportion, whach:is 
conveyed, by the lame. Navigation. 
The Cauſe being the ſame, will 
produce the ſame Eftetts. nom} 

In the Conſideration: of this 
great Queſtion, the Conſequence of 
the. Produce. of the Lands in tlie 
Great Level to the Jnhabitants of 


| the; I High Lands, { and: thoſe WHO 


carry on the Navigation through 
it, is totally omitted, which, if not 
ſoon preſerved, muſt be entirely 
laſt. Ihe Writer of this Tract 
entertains too high an Opinion of 
the ſound: Good-ſenſe of thoſe 
who dwell in the High Lands, 
and of thoſe who carry Commerce 

through 


> 

through-the ow Lands; te takte 
up any Tinie tb prove to tllern, 
chat the Sum riſes in the Morn- 
ing, ſets Ancthe- Evening; that 
Summer ſucceeds to the Spring 
Seaſon, Autumn to the Summer, 
and Winter to the Autumn: 
Truths not more manifeſt than 
the important Conſequence of the 
Preſervation of the Lands in the 
Great Level to their Happineſs, 
becauſe their Happineſs is eſſen- 
tially , founded, amongſt other 
Things, in that Plenty and 
Luxury which are the Riches de- 
rived: from their Commerce. 


Ihe ſeveral Objects propoſed 
to be confidered in this Tract 
_ un, the faireſt Exa- 

mination 
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mination the Writer ſean give 
them. He hath/!throtigh” the 
Whole; endeavoured®to give aff 
the Information in his Power; 
not to ſuggeſt a Falſhood, or ſup- 
preſs a Truth. He will be greatly 
concerned if any thing he hath ſaid 
offends an Individual. If ſuch” 4 
one ſhould be found, he aſſures 
him he never meant it ID and 
truſting what he ſaith will be 
believed; he flatters himſelf, if it 
ſhould ſo happen, that Individual 
will forgive him; fer he hath 
lived long enough in the World 
to: obſerve, that it is the eaſieſt 
Thing to diſpleaſe, and the” moſt 
difficult to pleaſe; . The latter, 
from Benevolence, is that in which 
. he 


. 
he is malt deſirous to facreeds 
With this Sort of Epilogue he 
concludes; moſt ſincerely wiſſiing, 
that, thoſe. whoſe Intereſt it is to 
preſerye the Drainage of the Great 
Level, and thoſe whoſe Intereſt it 
merge by Navigation through it 
may ; Unite, as it is their common 
Intereſt, in finding out ſuch Means 
as may be effectual for advancing: 
the Continuance and Proſperitytof 
both, in which, not only their 
private Intereſts, but the Advan- 
tage of theſe Kingdoms, are ſo 
highly concerned; attendin g to 
that excellent Advice given by an 
old, N avigator, | in a Letter printed » 


1190111 EJ N 


4 
itt an Exening Paper Gifing the 
Gottſe of laſt Summer, addreſſed 
to the Navigators, K hich con- 
cludes with the follo _ wiſe 
and well-timed paragraph. 

4 We all know that the Navi- 
„ gation, in many Places, is much 
c yorfe than it ought to be; we 
4 all know the great Damage we 
edo the Banks by haleing on 
40 them, for which we make little 

«or no Compenſation; we know 
un this valuable Couiitry 
through which ve navigate 
| & muſt be loft, unleſs ſore great 
& Effort of Expence is made to 
& fave it; and when it is loſt, we 
1 hall too late feel, that its Pro- 
>. & duce 


{s8) 

&:duceiwas the moſt. valuable Part 
Hot our Commerce. Therefore 
«think; ſeriouſly on, and weight 
g cautiouſly, this Buſineſs, before 
you ſubſcribe to an Oppoſition, 
„which, if; fruitleſs, will load 
« you with. a; great Expence; if 
« ſucceſsful, beſides that Expence, 
£ will ruin that Commerce you 
g are, with ſo much public Spirit 
invited to ſupport and protect; 
« ever, bearing in your Minds, 
*© that this is not a Time to. trifle 
with the Preſervation of Three 
Hundred Thouſand Acres of 
« Land at Home, when all ſenſible 
* and ſober-minded Men are un- 
der the greateſt Anxiety for the 
* 


4 


cc 


cc 


4. 


Cc 


make. every -1 oot of. 
k > . Nt — * de 
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Preſervation of a Country 
Abroad, the Loſs of which will 
nd in 
Great Britain of the higheſt 
Importance to it, as a Nation.” 
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SINCE this Pamphlet was 
printed off, the Writer hath 
been favoured with the Sight of 
Two very ſenſible Letters; One 
of which conſiders the Conſe- 
quence of the Tolls propoſed, to 
the Trade of the Town of Cam- 
bridge; the other, to that of Sz. 
Edmunds Bury. The Juſtice of a 
Compenſation to be made for 
haling on the Banks in the Bed- 
ford Level, is not denied in either 
of theſe Letters; but the princi- 
pal 


098), 
pal ä ariſe from th; 
Conſideration « of. the State of. = 
Coal 1. rade in, both Places, ang 
the” Effects on that T — 3 — I 
an additional Toll on the Naviga-. = 
tion. It is ſuggeſted, that by all 


additional Toll, the Cambridge, 


Merchant will loſe. the Adyan-⸗ 705 


tage 1 he 1 now bath! over. fen 375 


« 4 2% £4 7 


N Nigation. to. Bi bop! G "Stortford... 1 
The lame as to the Bury Mers,,.. 
chant, comparing the Advantage, 


he _ How bath. over the Thfwich 
Merchant, with | what his * 
tuation will be When che Pro- 


poſed Ton 1s laid. Commerce, = 
delicate as the Senſitive Plant, 
fhrinks | at. the Approach of 


13 4 7 1 Tolls, 


W A y oa 
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Tolls, as tlie latter doth at that 
of the Hand. "Al WhO conceive 
their Intereſts may be affected by 
any Application to Parliament, 
which is to alter the Laws by 
which Property hath been regu- 
lated, or inftitute new Laws to g- 
verii the future Regulation thereof, 
have a Right to demand a patient 

Hearing, and receive a candid An- ; 

ſwer. This is a General Truth; 5 
but when thoſe who carry on the 
Commerce of thoſe Two reſpec- . 
table Towns, always diſtinguiſhed 4 
for their fair Integrity, acute Ssa- 
gacity, and conſummate Induſtry, 

entertain any Doubts on the Ef- | 
fects of a Bill Intended to be of- 
fered to Parliament, on their 
H Trade, 


(098 ) 

Ire „they are re intitled to a par- 

ticular Attention, | 19 ſatisfy and 
remove theſe Doubts and A Ppre- 
henſions thus ſuggeſted, it is ſub- 
mitted to the Conſideration of 
thoſe who at preſent entertain 
them, that the Trade of any, Place 
is the aggregate Quanciry, of all 
on in "that Place, the Profit, the 
. Advantage, that ariſes from the 
e He will my deceived i in 
any Town, of. Commerce, who 
; picks and culls particular Objects; 
| no Calculation, that can be de- 
pended on, can be made but by 

bringing the Whole into the Ac- 
count. Let a general Committee 


of 


E 


wi 99 ) ; 
of'the "Trads 1 or tho e ao Towns 


„ 


are 


ad Kid recollected, Which they 
may do, ſeveral Articles of Com- 
meice not ſpecified threein, with 


the Advantages that ariſe from 


them, all which depend on the Pre- 


137 IJ 4 * 4 
ſervation of the Great Level; 


and 


| having afterwards duly examined 


the Conſequences of them to their 


EET, 


general Trade; determine, whe- 
ther the Loſs Tf the whole Coal 


Trade! is an Object to be conſidered, 


when compared with the Profits 
ariſing f. therefrom : Always taking 


4 


into their Confi deration, how pre- 


i 
0 771 ou * 1 


carious and uncertain their Tenure 
HA of 


0 100 | 
of that Branch TE rade muſt ere 
which! they Colle cel Kant IEPA 
with Effect by the Di San mY 
Price. of One Shilling a Chaldron 
of Coals; beyond which the Toll 
propoſed to be laid cannot extend: 
and alſo, ho- far the Principles 
of Commercial Policy will warrant 
the riſquing all the profitable Ob- 
jects derived from the Preferva- T 
-tion :of the Great Level, for the 
Sake of an Experiment, how long 2 
"this fingle Article can be retained. | ? 
Thus far by Way of Application 
to the found Senſe. of thoſe. who 


IC] t 
carry on this, Commerce... PR 1 

But bow. ſtand the Fach, on. the 1 
bet Information the Writer can = 


; obtain as to the Coal Trade; at Car 
| 14 bridge 
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Chafdran;of Gaile n Canþride River, 1. 4 
Carriage to N WE" © 12 0 
neo Jonas Diel 5d Oi baagazs 


eiae dfb ROY? wage 5 0 


3 * 0 


Ebaldion bf Cpals in Bury) Rivery 115 266516 


gag ys 1 35697433 2113 101 getzo 
8 Back 1 Carriage f From em Jpſwich.0 By 'Fo 9225 
bare in Same H Soni? anl¹ 


FE tete Accounts Are thus! Alld 


the Writer Bath ' ho o REA tb be- 


lieve them etller wife, d. the A _ 


honifi ifiohs of cee ne 0111 
the Co: Al Trade 3 at Cimbridge 10 


114971 


Bury are hot wal founded. The 
"72 43 Weight 
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Weight in their Scale 48; ſo great, 
that one Shilling per Chaldron, 


thrown into the other, can never 
raiſe it one _ in the e ä 


to an Equality. 


The Reader will „ . 


the Writer hath conſidered the, 


Queſtion of Rivalry, in che Coal 


Trade, between the Towns of 
Cambridge © and Biſpop-Sꝛorsford, 
Bury and Tþ/wwich, as if the Whole 
thereof at Cambridge and Bury 
_ depended (thereon; whereas in 
Truth, and in Fact, a very ſmall 
Part of that T rade, in either of 
thoſe Places, can be effected by the 
Price of Coals, Whatever it may 
be, in the Rival Towns. 


( 103) 
Both the Letters]: conclude? / 
wath Information tothe reſper- 
tive Correfpandtnts of the Wri- 
tens of them 5: that the Oppo» 
tition to the intended Bill will 
be fupported by the Parliamentary 
Weight of the Goal Counties. 
It. may be ſo But the Gentlemen 
of thoſe Counties, before they. 
exert that Weight in ſuch: an Op- 
Poſition, will do well to conſider, 
whether the Loſs of the Bedford: 
Level will not render the Naviga- 
tion through it ſo tedious, ha- 
zardous, and expenſive, that, from 
theſe Cauſes, the Price of Coals 
will be raiſed ſo high in the In- 
land Counties, as to render the 


Conſumption there much leſs 
| H 4 than 


(104) | 
than it will be, if only an addi- 
tional Shilling is laid on a Chal- 
dron ; to;preferveithg Great Level 
and the Navigations through it ; 
and that the greateſt Part of the 
Conſumption of Coals within the 
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Form of à Public Notice giden of 


the Adventure Tax being ſet, 
the Times and Manner of 66.6 
ment, 


BEDFORD LEVEL. 


At a Court of the Governor, 
Bailiffs, and Commonalty of 


the Company of Conſerva- 
tors of the Great Level of 
the 


( 206 
the Fens, hñeld at the Lamb 
Im, in Ely, on Ted the 
48 Day of Anriss, SOD 


THIS Court, taking into Cb. 
ſideration the Support, Nrain- 
tenance, and Preſervation of 
the W. orks of the ſaid Great 
Level, and finding it neceflary | 
to ratle a ſingle Tax and a Wo 
ter of 2 Tax, armounting t 
the Sum of Six Thouſand Two 
_ and F ifty-ſeven pounds, 
Ninetce Shillings, and Seven 
Pence b arthing : Tt is Ordered, 
Adjuidc ed, and Decieed, That the 
fad Sum ve Si& Thoufand Two 
Hundred and Pift eleven Pounds, 
Ninctcen Shillings, and seven 
7K Pence 


( 107) 
Pence Farthing, be ſet and im- 
poſed upon the ſaid Ninety-five 
Thouſand- Acres of Adventurers 
Land, , purſuant, to an Act of Par- 
lament made in the F ifteenth. 
Year of the Reign of King Charles 
the Second, Sc; that is to ſay, . 
the Sum of Five Thouſand Five 


end. 


Hundred and Twenty-three. 
Pounds, . Twelve Shillings, and 
Six Pence Farthing, being the 
Amount of a Tax and a Quarter, 


on Lands in the Middle. and South, 


8... i Xx 


Hundred and Thirty -four Pounds, 

Seven Shillings,, and One Penny, 
being the Amount of a Tax and 
A Quarter, on Lands i in the North. 
Level. 


Which 


( 108 
»Ad {| 34 N 
Which ſaid KNinetyhy ve Thoy- 
1 ; 18 
WES Acres are taxed, at a f 0 


La 19 1D Q\ ] 
Acre Tax, in Manner FIAT 
34 fo 
IS. Eighty-three Thouſand; \cres 
9/7 3G 


Part of the faid Ninety- Hive 1 hou- | 
fand ere, at Eleven Degrees; 


19713 37 


chat is to tay, the Firſt * Sort at Five 


: Pi l: 141 1 & 
Pence — Acre, and 10 forward to 
OL fot ; 55 — 88 fg {1 
even ences the cre; No 
111 
ſo after er Rate for every greater 
oil 


or leſer Quantity than an cre. 

55 "The Twelve Thoufand- ces, 
U 11 3444 , 

Kefiduie of, the Hd | Ni nety-hv Ve 


* F111 


Thoufanx an [ers 3 are 12 at t * 
(111121 29831 f 
Rite of ß beten Pence Farthing 

23111 1 

per 7 Acre; and 10 after that Rate 


Th Fy 22 > N * 1 Th E 4 | PR 
for every greater or r lefler uan- 
| {24 1901 (1921 1111 4 


tity than an 1 Acre. 
26 | The 


£- 199 ) 
55 7 which Ta; „amounting to 


ent 
the ſaid Sum of Six "Thouſand 
Ft 182 bi DX $3 91 38 
Two, Hundred and 'Fifty-leyen 
TEVTOL2C Þ Fa 


0 unds, Ni ineteen 5 Shillings, and 


Ii {® { 
Seven. Pence, Faxthing, | is. to be 
01 J VIII | 
paid 1 = a 


29918 N ! 


Receiver, or. to the Receiver for 
the Time, being, at his Houſe in 


Eh DIE * 
„in an er and or follow- 
* Jig 299011. 1 For 94 6 I's - 
is. n 
—* 919% 10 2188 by 12316 4 
Three Quarters of a ſin Ingle Ta 5 
175 18 


$658; 


amounting gt to che Sum of Three 
Thouſand, Seven Hundred, ID 


YU I-77 a, 
Fifty-four Pounds, Fifteen, 8 Sh 
lings, and Ni ine Pence Farthin ing; 


— 10 


chat is to fay, the s Sum of Three 
Thouſand, Three Hundred and 


O- 151851 


Thirteen {Kon Three dus, 


N 41 $4454" 


Tax on the North Level, to bs 


( 110 ) 
and Six Pence Farthing, being the 
Amount of the Tax on the Middle 
and South Levels, and the Sum of 


Four Hundred and Forty Pounds, 


Twelve shillings, and Three 
Pence, being the Amount of the 
Paid to the fai 1 
Receiver, on or before the wk 
Day of une next enſuing, with à 


Penalty of Ten Groats for every 


Twenty Shillings that ſhall be be- 
bind and unpaid from and after 
the laſt Day of the ſaid Month, 
urid ſo” after that Rate for every 


greater or leſſer Sum. 


The other Moiety* or Half Part 
85 a 1 Tax, amounting to the 


» 


124. Sn 
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Sum of Two. Thouſand Five Hun- 
dred and. Three Pounds, Three 
Shillings, and Ten Pence; that is 
to ſay, the Sum of Two Thouſand 
Two Huben and Nine Pounds, 
Nine Shillings, being che Amount 
of a Tax on the Middle and South 
Levels, and the Sum of TVO 
Hundred and Ninety-three Pounds, 
Fourteen Shillings, being the 
Amount of the Tax on the North 
Level, to be paid to the ſaid 

„or to the Receiver ne Time 5 
being, on or before the Firſt Day 
of November next enſuing, with 
the like Penalty of Ten Groats for 
every Twenty Shillings that hall 


be behind and unpaid. from and 
aſter 


(112) 
after the laſt Day of the ſaid 
Month; and ſo after that Rate for 
every greater or leſſer Sum. 


By Order of the Board. 


Regiſter. 


TI 


my 


TW £:) 


A 7 . 
vile. 49th oh, * 


The Previcutas Gvantities as Ou 
lities of the Eighty-three Thou- 
ſand Acres, ſorted, rated, and 
valued, by the Commiſſioners 
under the Twentieth of Charles 
theSecond; ſhewing theQuantity 
of Land of each of the Eleven 
Sorts, and how much each Sort 
raiſes on a ſingle Tax. The 

other Twelve Thouſand Acres, 
called The King's Land, and the 
_ Two Thouſand Acres, called 
The Earl of Portland's Lands, 
are taxed at Fifteen Pence per 
Acre, when the Eighty-three 
Thouſand Acres are rated at a 
I ſingle 


. I: 
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ſingle Tax and a Quarter of a 
ſingle Tax; but that Sum is in- 
creaſed in proportion with the 
Eighty-three Thouſand Acres, 


| when | they are taxed higher 
than a Tax and a Quarter; de- 


Sorts Tax. A, R P. i 
D. | | £& So. d. 
6 a ©0_. 126.10. 4 
8 11710 2 0 oy 0. 
14 2671 1.0 1335 14 0 
16 22628 0 © 1508 10 8 
$0" "4042 2. © 380 17 6 
24 1640 3 6 167 1 6 
28 799 0 0 92 1 © 
32 3 9 
36 368 0 © 8 
40 83 0 90 8 16 8 
44. 384 8 10 8 „0 

3000 © o 4401 53 8 


creaſed, in the ſame Proportion, 
when they are taxed lower. 
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% f 


75 The Amount of a 


whole Tax on the 
Eighty-three Thou- 
ſand Acres, excluſive 
of the Twelve Thou- 
ſand Acres, | 
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